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subjects which seemed little capable of absorbing
her attention.

Plunged into the midst of a brilliant Court where
men of high worth were gathered together, queen
of a people whose aesthetic treasures were count-
less, she had the intelligence to complete her
education and to raise herself as far as possible in
the realm of intellect. From the very first the habits
of those about her disturbed her; she was frightened
by the immorality of customs inherited from the
Regency and the preceding reign; she shuddered
at the impiety of certain great lords, their love
of gambling, their passion for feasts and amuse-
ments, their intrigues and their wretched jealousies.
Very often she -was unable to hide her disapproval;
she lacked the facility and diplomacy of a Duchess
of Burgundy. A foreigner she remained to the
end, despite her efforts; matured by an unhappy
sequence of events and accustomed to retire into
herself and to think deeply, she never seemed fri-
volous or gay; she took on far too soon the
appearance of dignity and reserve; like many
-women she was a good and attentive mother, and
let girlish ingenuousness and charm die within her
too soon.

To captivate Louis XV it would have been
necessary to preserve for a long time an ex-
tremely youthful outlook, a heedless vivacity, and
to distract him and surround him with an atmo-
sphere of gaiety. This child-king whose heart was
still so unformed dreamed of the pleasures of
life; and for want of sufficiently supplying them